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Executive Summary 

Dukes Track Club (DTC) continued its commitment to competitive excellence, youth 
development, and community impact across Albuquerque and New Mexico throughout 2025. 

Competitive Excellence 

●​ Strong performances across road, trail, and ultra disciplines at local, regional, 
and national events 

●​ Podium finishes and top placements reflecting a deep, high-performing team culture 
●​ National-level youth success, including All-American honors at the USATF Junior 

Olympic Cross Country National Championships. 

Youth Development 

●​ Continued investment in youth track and cross country programs 
●​ Scholarships provided to reduce financial barriers to participation 
●​ High school coaching and mentorship supporting district, state, and regional-level 

success 

Community Impact 

●​ Funds raised for cancer research through the Lobo Cancer Challenge 
●​ Food, school supply, and holiday drives supporting families and students in need 
●​ Thanksgiving meals distributed to unhoused community members 

Running Community 

●​ Weekly group runs held year round, forming the foundation of DTC’s culture 
●​ Tens of thousands of miles logged together across all seasons 
●​ The most active and visible running club social media presence in New Mexico 
●​ Partnerships with local run clubs and community organizations 
●​ Collaboration with Running Medicine and Native Health Initiative (NB3) on the 

Twilight Run Series 

Looking Ahead 

●​ Expanded youth programming and scholarships 
●​ Continued support of grassroots running events 
●​ Deeper community partnerships across Albuquerque and New Mexico 
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About Dukes Track Club 

Dukes Track Club (DTC) was founded in 2009 in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico with a simple but 
powerful mission: to build a stronger, healthier 
community through running. What began as a small 
group of dedicated athletes has grown into a 
multi-level club supporting youth, open, elite, 
and masters runners across the state. DTC brings 
people together through sport while emphasizing 
service, inclusivity, and long-term community 
impact. 

Over the years, the club has continued to evolve 
to meet the needs of a diverse running 
community. Through competitive opportunities, 
youth programming, scholarships, volunteerism, and partnerships with local organizations, 
DTC remains committed to advancing running while supporting Albuquerque and New Mexico, 
especially those facing the greatest barriers. 

Competitive Excellence and Athletic Achievement 

The 2025 season continued a long-standing tradition of competitive excellence within DTC. 
Year after year, DTC athletes perform at a high level, reflecting a team of dedicated, 
consistent, high-performing athletes who train and compete at an elite standard. The 2025 
results speak to the depth of the team and a culture that values commitment, consistency, 
and performance across disciplines. 

At the ultra distance level, the women’s team 
represented DTC with distinction at some of the 
most competitive events in the sport. 

Sofie Schunk earned a third-place finish at the 
UTMB Kodiak World 50K in California, a premier 
trail ultra that consistently attracts a deep 
and highly competitive field. Competing against 
many of the top ultra runners in the country, 
her performance reflected disciplined 
preparation, resilience on challenging terrain, 
and the strong support system that defines the 
DTC community. 

Sarah Gauge placed eleventh among women at the Black Canyon 100K, one of the most 
respected and competitive ultra races in North America and a key early-season benchmark 
for the sport. Her result demonstrated strength, consistency, and the ability to perform 
at a high level over a demanding course. 
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On the men’s side, Chase Jacques-Maynes delivered a truly historic performance by winning 
the New Year’s One Day 100 Mile. In doing so, he set a course record and became the 
fastest teenager ever to complete a 100-mile race, marking a standout achievement within 
the ultra running community and for DTC. 

DTC marathoners also posted exceptional times at 
major marathons across the country, including Chicago 
and CIM. Corey Purcella ran 2:18:36, Josh Tysor 
finished in 2:24:15, and Luke Janik recorded a time 
of 2:29:40. At the local level, Kelsey Neff claimed a 
victory at the Duke City Marathon, while Efrain Lopez 
earned a strong second-place finish. Together, these 
performances highlight the club’s strength across 
road, trail, and ultra disciplines. 

At the local level, DTC athletes were a constant 
presence throughout the Albuquerque racing scene and 
across New Mexico. Team members competed in the vast 
majority of local races and numerous events statewide, consistently appearing near the 
front of the field. Week after week, DTC runners were represented on podiums and at the 
top of results, reflecting both the depth of the team and a culture of showing up, 
supporting local events, and competing with purpose. 

Dukes Track Club Impact by the Numbers 

DTC’s impact extends far beyond race results. 
Through the time, energy, and generosity of its 
members, volunteers, and community partners, DTC 
helped ensure that families were fed, students were 
supported, and children experienced moments of care 
and celebration that would not have been possible 
without this collective effort. 

Nine DTC members participated in the Lobo Cancer 
Challenge, raising $2,015 in support of the UNM 
Comprehensive Cancer Center and contributing 
directly to cancer research, treatment, and patient 
support services across New Mexico. 

Members collected more than 600 pounds of food for Road Runner Food Bank, helping provide 
meals to individuals and families experiencing food insecurity. 

School supplies valued at $3,000 were donated to the APS Title I Homeless Project, 
supporting students facing housing instability and helping remove barriers to classroom 
success. 
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DTC distributed 140 Thanksgiving meals to members of the unhoused community, ensuring many 
individuals had a warm holiday meal they otherwise 
would not have received. 

Eight youth athletes received full scholarships 
during the 2024 calendar year, valued at $1,840, 
ensuring access to training and competition 
regardless of financial hardship. 

Through the combined efforts of DTC and community 
partners Heart & Sole Sports and Michael Thomas 
Coffee, 140 students across four Albuquerque 
schools received holiday gifts through the Giving 
Tree program, making it possible for many children 
to experience a meaningful Christmas. 

Youth Development & Community Engagement 

Youth development remains central to DTC’s 
mission. In 2025, DTC continued to invest in 
young athletes by creating opportunities that 
extended beyond competition and emphasized 
leadership, responsibility, and service through 
both the Youth Track and Field and Cross Country 
programs. DTC’s youth coaches did an outstanding 
job supporting athlete development, and the teams 
enjoyed strong seasons marked by competitive 
performances throughout the year, including at 
the USATF Championships. 

DTC youth athlete Emilio earned All-American 
honors with a twelfth-place finish at the USATF Junior Olympic Cross Country National 
Championships in Shelbyville, Indiana, competing in the highly competitive 9–10 boys 
division. Emilio raced against a field of 314 athletes and delivered a standout 
performance in challenging Midwest conditions, representing DTC with determination and 
excellence on the national stage. 

The youth track team also participated in a community clean-up day, reinforcing the 
importance of giving back and taking pride in shared spaces. DTC hosted the fourth annual 
Rise to Greatness Invitational, welcoming more than 350 youth athletes and families and 
providing a high-quality competitive experience centered on sportsmanship and community 
connection. 

In addition, DTC members volunteered at several local and regional races, including Cedro 
Peak, Mt. Taylor 50K, Mother’s Day Bagel and a Schmear 5K, Rio Rancho Jamboree, and the 
RunFit Great Pumpkin Chase. These efforts supported race organizers, strengthened 
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partnerships, and helped ensure that events remained accessible and well run for the 
broader running community. 

DTC members also contributed to the development of 
high school athletes through coaching and 
mentorship. Coaches Phil Keller and Zach Chenoweth 
at Rio Rancho High, Matt Everett and Larry Fischer 
at La Cueva High, Hannah Scanlon at Menaul High, 
and Jesse Espinoza at Los Lunas High all led 
strong cross country seasons. Their teams posted 
excellent performances at district competitions 
and advanced to competitive showings at the State 
Championships. The teams also competed at the Nike 
Southwest Regional Championships (NXR) in Phoenix, 
Arizona, gaining valuable experience at a high 
level of competition. During the high school track 
season, Coaches Keller and Chenoweth also produced strong results, including at district 
and state meets. Through this work, DTC members continue to shape the next generation of 
runners by sharing knowledge, leadership, and a commitment to excellence both on and off 
the course. 

DTC also collaborated with Running Medicine and the Native Health Initiative (NB3) to 
support the community-focused Twilight Run Series held each summer. Running Medicine and 
NB3 are Native-led organizations dedicated to youth development and empowerment through 
movement and sport. DTC was proud to sponsor the fifth Twilight Run of the summer, helping 
support inclusive, culturally grounded programming that uses running as a tool for health, 
confidence, and community connection. 

Running Community 

Beyond races and results, DTC’s culture is built 
on showing up together. 

Rain or shine, wind or snow, DTC members showed up 
and logged miles together throughout the year. 
Every week of the calendar year, the club held 
consistent group runs that formed the backbone of 
the DTC community, including Tuesday pub runs, 
Friday coffee runs, Saturday group runs, and 
Sunday long runs. These weekly gatherings created 
space for athletes of all levels to train, 
connect, and support one another across every 
season. Alongside these staples, DTC embraced the 

fun and tradition of the sport through events like the New Year Track Mile, while members 
continued to train both together and independently. 
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Throughout the year, DTC maintained a consistent and active social media presence to keep 
the broader community informed and connected. Weekly updates highlighted group runs, race 
results, team accomplishments, community initiatives, and collaborations with partner 
organizations. This regular communication helped extend DTC’s reach beyond in-person 
events, ensuring that runners across Albuquerque and New Mexico stayed engaged and 
informed. In addition to logging tens of thousands of miles together, DTC was the most 
active and visible running club in New Mexico online, using its social platforms to 
strengthen community connection and celebrate the shared experience of running. 

Community engagement extended beyond DTC’s own 
programs through intentional collaboration with 
local run clubs and organizations across 
Albuquerque. Through partnerships with Run Club 
ABQ, Rosie’s Run Club, Downtown Run Club, 
Albuquerque Road Runners, and Running Medicine, 
DTC helped foster a welcoming and connected 
running culture throughout the city. These 
relationships created opportunities for shared 
runs, race support, and cross-community 
participation, reinforcing the idea that running 
in Albuquerque is strongest when clubs work 
together to support health, inclusion, and access 

for runners of all backgrounds and abilities. 

Looking Ahead 

Dukes Track Club looks forward to continuing to 
deepen partnerships and expand its impact in 2025 
and beyond. The club is especially excited to grow 
youth programming, strengthen its role with the 
Mt. Taylor 50K, support the continued success of 
the 10K Classic, and develop additional 
community-centered events that elevate grassroots 
running. 

As Dukes Track Club moves forward, the focus 
remains clear: to support athletic excellence 
while serving Albuquerque and New Mexico through 
meaningful action, inclusion, and community care. 
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